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4 December 2020 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Post-legislative scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010  

At its meeting on 20 August, the Committee took evidence from you on the Scottish 
Government’s progress on the implementation of the recommendations contained in 
the Committee’s report on  post-legislative scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) 
Act 2010. 
 
Following that evidence session, the Committee agreed to write to all local 
authorities to seek their response to the data cited in your letter of 10 June and to 
request an update on action they are taking, and plan to take, to tackle dog attacks 
and out of control dogs in their area. The Committee also sought information on 
positive outcomes that have been achieved to date and on resource issues. The 
responses from the local authorities have now been published on the Committee’s 
webpage and can be found here 
 
The Committee subsequently agreed to invite you to give oral evidence at a meeting 
in February 2021 to provide a further update on the progress of the Scottish 
Government’s work on the implementation of the recommendations in its report. The 
clerks will be in touch with your office to make arrangements for this in due course.  
 
The Committee is also seeking additional data in respect of dog attacks. In your 
letter of 10 June, you provided data on the number of attendances at A&E where a 
dog attack, dog bite or dog strike had been recorded, along with data on the number 
of patients admitted to hospital following a dog attack and on the number of patients 
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requiring reconstructive surgery as a result of a dog attack. The Committee asks that 
this data be provided at an individual health board level. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anas Sarwar MSP 

Acting Convener  

 


